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were commented upon by various Anglo-Indian journals,
one of which, commenting on the former decision and
grudgingly admitting his suitability for the post, stated :
"However, one swallow does not make a summer, and the
appointment of the officiating Magistrate of Balasore has
raised—not settled—the great question to be decided" (the
great question, of course, being whether or not Indians
should hold executive charge of Districts),
IT
Inspite of the hard labour that Ramesh Dutt had to put
in the administrative sphere to make his mark and prove
to the then Administration that Indians were capable of dis-
charging high administrative responsibilities, he found time
even in this early phase of his career to indulge in his "first
love", namely, literary pursuits. Literature was indeed his
first love, and in its various aspects he pursued it with great
devotion throughout his life. A critical assessment of the
contribution he mad© as a writer to the reawakening of the
Indian mind to the glories of our past, to our desire for
democratic freedom, and to the consciousness of our abject
economic position under the British rule, must be reserved
for a subsequent chapter. It would suffice here, in order to
appreciate his literary and scholastic works as they appeared
throughout his life, to consider the main objects which
guided his endeavours, for literary pursuit was for him
not merely a matter of self-expression or a spontaneous1
outpouring of his heart. It had certain definite objects.
The first was to recall to his countrymen the past glories
of our ancient land, the richness of our heritage, and thus
create in the present generation a faith in our future. As
he himself put it, his ambition was to belong "to that band
of noble hearted patriots and gifted men who have taught

